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Turkey and Cuffley Brooks, Whitewebbs Wood and Hilly Fields Park
(Turkey Street Circular)

Start & Finish: Turkey Street Overground

Length: 10.2 km/6.3 mi [14.8 km/9.2 mi with all extensions]
Ascent/Descent: 68m [150m with all extensions]

Time: 2 % hours

Transport: Turkey Street Station is a stop on the Cheshunt branch of the Weaver Lines of the Overground
from Liverpool Street and in Travelcard Zone 6. The journey time is 32 minutes.

Walk Notes:

This is an interesting route just inside the M25 in the far north of London, in the Borough of Enfield.
It combines several scenic waterways, a park and some fine woods as well as a couple of impressive
country estates open to the public.

Highlights include a short stretch of The New River and longer stretches along its long de-commissioned Old
Course, the Whitewebbs Loop, the (optional) route through the Myddelton House Gardens, the Tottenham
Hotspur Training Centre, London’s first Beaver Enclosure, the semi-natural ancient woodland at Whitewebbs
Park including a stretch along the meandering Cuffley Brook, the Flash Lane Aqueduct which carried the
New River across the brook, the Rendlesham Railway Viaduct (on a short detour), the Turkey Brook
meandering through Hilly Fields Park as well as through the Forty Hall Estate and the views of Forty Hall.

Longer routes through Whitewebbs Wood, Hilly Fields Park and the Forty Hall Estate are described, as are
two link routes to/from SWC Short Walk 10 (Trent Country Park and Enfield Chase).

Note: the underlying soil is mostly London Clay - fenced paths and forest paths or tracks are mud-prone.

Refreshments (details last updated 27/04/2025)

Bowles Tea Room at Myddelton House Gardens Myddelton House, Bulls Cross, Enfield, GB EN2 9HG
(03000 030 610, https://www.visitleevalley.org.uk/myddelton-house-gardens). Located 1.2 km into the
walk on the Myddelton House and Gardens option. Open daily 10.00-16.00.

Whitewebbs Café Enfield EN2 9JIN. Located 4.2 km into the walk. Open daily to 15.00 (-16.00 Sat-Sun).
Toby Carvery in Whitewebbs House Whitewebbs Lane, Enfield, EN2 9HH (020 8363 0542,
https://www.tobycarvery.co.uk/restaurants/london/whitewebbshouseenfield#/). Located 5.0 km into the
walk, 100m off route through trees on the Whitewebbs Wood Extensions. Open all day every day.

The Rose & Crown Country Pub & Kitchen 185 Clay Hill, Enfield EN2 9A] (020 8366 0864,
https://roseandcrownclayhill.co.uk/). Located 3.2 km from the end of the Main Walk. Open all day every
day. Food served 12.00-15.00 Tue-Wed, 12.00-15.00 and 17.00-20.00 Thu-Sat and 12.00-15.30 Sun.
Cedar Tree Café Forty Hall, Forty Hill, Enfield EN2 9HA (020 8363 8196,
https://www.fortyhallestate.co.uk/plan-your-visit). Located 2.0 km from the end of the walk on the last of
the optional extensions. Open 09.00-16.00 Tue-Fri and 09.30-16.30 Sat-Sun.



https://www.visitleevalley.org.uk/myddelton-house-gardens
https://www.tobycarvery.co.uk/restaurants/london/whitewebbshouseenfield#/
https://roseandcrownclayhill.co.uk/
https://www.fortyhallestate.co.uk/plan-your-visit

Walk Options:

The outbound route as far as the Whitewebbs Café and the return route from The Rose & Crown pub are
never far from each other; short link routes enable switching from one to the other.

Extensions

[there are plenty of paths in the woods and parks, referenced are the longest sensible routes]

- walk a loop through the Myddelton House Gardens (adds up to 1200m);

- take a longer route through Whitewebbs Wood (add up to 1240m and 32m ascent);

- take a longer route through the northerly part of Hilly Fields Park (add 400m);

- take an out-and-back to the stunning Rendlesham Railway Viaduct (120m each-way);

- take a longer route through the southerly part of Hilly Fields Park (add 400m and 21m ascent);

- walk a loop up to Forty Hall and through the Forty Hall Estate (add up to 1560m and 29m ascent).

Cut out Whitewebbs Wood and Hilly Fields Park by cutting across to the return route from the
Whitewebbs Café (cut 2.8 km and 32m ascent).

Finish at Gordon Hill Station on the Stevenage via Hertford North Line from Moorgate (cuts 2.6 km but
adds 22m ascent).

Bus Line 456 (Crews Hill - Enfield Town Station — Enfield Chase Station - Edmonton) travels down Clay
Hill (road), with two stops close to the walk route: near St. John the Baptist Church at the top of Flash Lane
and 120m east of The Rose & Crown pub. Two buses per hour Mon-Sat (1 on Sun) until about 20.00 hours.
Combine parts of this walk with parts of SWC Short Walk 10 (Trent Country Park and Enfield Chase):

e continue from Gordon Hill Station (see above) along roads then field boundaries in the Enfield Chase
- largely along the Salmons and Merryhills Brooks - to Williams Wood and pick up SWC Short 10
with about 2/3 of it still to walk;

e in Moat Wood, about 2/3 into SWC Short 10, continue along the LOOP Long-Distance Path and
follow it through the Salmons Brook Valley (recently re-forested as part of a Flood Management
Scheme) to Clay Hill, about 2/3 into this walk.

Both these routes are written up in either direction.

Notes

Turkey Street and Turkey Brook

The Turkey Brook (also known locally as the Maiden Brook) is a river in the northern outskirts of London. It
rises near the Fir and Pond Woods nature reserve east of Potters Bar, Hertfordshire, and flows eastwards to
merge with the River Lea Navigation near Enfield Lock. Important tributaries are Hollyhill Brook, Cuffley
Brook, and the Small River Lea. With its tributaries, it drains a large area east of the south-east
Hertfordshire hills and south of Broxbourne Woods.

It came into being about 400,000 years ago after the Anglian glaciation, when the ice sheet diverted the
Thames to a more southerly route, broadly along the line of its current course.

The river is named after the hamlet Turkey Street (first recorded as Tokestreete in 1441), which was
probably used for a street of houses associated with a family called Toke or Tokey. Later changes led via
Tuckhey strete (1610) and Tuckey street (1615) to Turkey street in 1805.

The New River

The New River is neither new nor a river. It is an aqueduct built from 1609-1613 from near Ware to
Islington to bring freshwater from the Lea river and from Hertfordshire springs to London. Thames Water
still uses it as a source for London’s drinking water, although as of 1946 the New River Head is at East
Reservoir in Stoke Newington. Its current course largely still follows the historic water channel and also
provides a 45 km (28 mi) Long Distance Footpath.

New River Path

The New River Path is a 45 km (28 mi) linear waymarked Long-Distance Footpath which follows the course
of the 17t-century aqueduct, the New River, from its source in Hertfordshire to its end in Islington, London,
and then further along the now truncated route of the watercourse to its culmination at New River Head
adjacent to Sadler's Wells Theatre in Clerkenwell. The waymarks display the words "New River Path" on a
green background.

Myddelton House and Gardens

Myddelton House was built circa 1812-18 by Henry Carrington Bowles (1763-1830), one of five generations
of print and map makers based at St Paul’s Churchyard, London. It replaced an earlier Elizabethan property,
Bowling Green House, and was named in honour of Sir Hugh Myddelton, the engineer that created the New
River, a section of which has bisected the garden from 1613 until 1968.

The gardens were created by Edward Augustus Bowles (1865-1954), one of Britain’s most famous self-
taught gardeners, artists and expert botanists and host a variety of trees, shrubs and flowers from four
climatic zones from around the world, as well as an extensive heritage kitchen garden and cut flower beds.
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Tottenham Hotspur Training Centre

In 2007 Tottenham Hotspur Football Club bought a site in Bulls Cross hamlet, Enfield and in 2009
announced plans for a £45 million new training ground which opened in 2012. The 31 hectare site has 15
grass pitches and one-and-a-half artificial pitches, as well as a covered artificial pitch in the main building
on Hotspur Way. This also has hydrotherapy and swimming pools, gyms, medical facilities, dining and rest
areas for players as well as classrooms for academy and schoolboy players. A 45-bedroom players lodge
with catering, treatment, rest and rehabilitation facilities was added at Myddleton Farm next to the training
site in 2018. The lodge is mainly used by Tottenham's first team and Academy players.

Recent plans to enlarge the site into the northeasterly parts of the neighbouring Whitewebbs Park for a
Women’s and Girl’s Football Academy are bitterly contested.

Enfield Beaver Enclosure

Enfield Council founded London’s first beaver reintroduction programme in 2022, bringing beavers back to
the capital for the first time in 400 years, as part of a rewilding and natural flood management project. The
six-hectare enclosure in Archers Wood on the Forty Hall Farm Estate has been designed in partnership with
the nearby Capel Manor Environmental College and with advice from the Beaver Trust.

It was hoped that the beavers would create a natural wetland ecosystem and will contribute to excellent
flood defences, protecting the local area and hundreds of homes from flooding downstream, while
encouraging local biodiversity to thrive.

In summer 2023, the enclosure witnessed the first baby beavers born in London in hundreds of years.

Late in 2024, the enclosure has been enlarged using funding secured from the Rewild London Fund.

Whitewebbs Park and Wood

Whitewebbs Park and Wood are remnants of a former Royal Hunting Ground, the Enfield Chase. It later
became the estate of a family named Whitewebb. The New River, when completed in 1613, made an
elaborate loop through the grounds, carefully following the contours and turning almost 180° at Flash Lane
Aqueduct. This loop was later abandoned but it can still be traced on the ground. In 1931, Enfield Council
purchased the estate from Sir Duncan Orr-Lewis and divided it into a municipal golf course and an 80-
hectare public park, with some open space, ancient woodland plus streams and small lakes. After the sale,
Whitewebbs House served for many years as an old people’s home and now a Toby Carvery.

The council closed the loss-making golf course in 2021 and subsequently selected Tottenham Hotspur
Football Club to “regenerate” the site. Most of the site will remain publicly accessible including around half
of the former golf course that will be restored to parkland. A significant chunk though will be *managed
access for the new Women'’s and Girls’ Football Academy and the [also new] Sports Turf Academy.”
Whitewebbs has links with the Gunpowder Plot, as Guy Fawkes and his fellow conspirators are known to
have used a safe house in the area. The claim as to being the location of this safe house is held by the Rose
and Crown public house, which was extended into what would have been cottages at the time. Fawkes met
with Robert Catesby at the original Whitewebbs House which was located on the site of what is now Guy's
Lodge Farm opposite the King and Tinker public house.

https://whitewebbspark.org.uk/ https://www.friendsofwhitewebbs.org.uk/

Hilly Fields Park

Hilly Fields Park was formerly farmland known as Park Farm. In 1909, despite considerable local residents’
and builders’ opposition, the farm was purchased by Enfield Council, saving the land from development
after the opening of new railway stations at Gordon Hill and Crews Hill.

Forty Hall and Elsyng Palace

Forty Hall is a manor house in Forty Hill, Enfield. The Grade I-listed building is today used as a museum by
Enfield Borough. Although it is known to have been built 1629-32, it has the external appearance of an 18-
century house. A detailed examination as part of the Forty Hall Conservation Plan concluded that the house
was probably not designed by a famous architect such as Inigo Jones, but by a "clever artisan builder".

The hall and formal park are located on the top of Forty Hill, a level gravel plateau standing above the flood
plain of the River Lea to the east, and the valley of the Turkey Brook to the north and west. The park slopes
down into the valley, where the remains of old ponds lie on the London Clay. A loop in the former course of
the New River forms the boundary of much of the estate, though this has since been re-routed to the east.
To the north are Whitewebbs Park and Myddelton House.

The estate of around 107 hectares makes up part of the London Metropolitan Green Belt. Around the house
are formal gardens, a small lake and a magnificent Cedar of Lebanon, one of the Great Trees of London,
and the county girth Champion for Greater London.

An award-winning 4-hectares vineyard run by volunteers produces organic wines, for sale in the farm shop.
Also within the grounds is the site of the Tudor Royal Palace of Elsyng (variously: Elsynge, Elsing, Elsings).
Its exact location was lost for many years until excavations were carried out in the 1960s. Further digs in
the 215t century have revealed more traces of the palace and its associated outbuildings. The earliest known
reference to Elsyng dates from 1374 and Henry VIII used the palace as a base for deer hunting in Enfield
Chase. The palace was of the scale of Hampton Court with outer and inner courts and it provided a
childhood residence for the future King Edward VI and Queen Elizabeth I, but was demolished in 1656.
https://www.fortyhallestate.co.uk/
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WALK DIRECTIONS

Leave Turkey Street Station down some steps at the London end of the platform, then
through a subway and out onto Teal Close and turn right to cross the Turkey Brook
on a road bridge. At a T-junction with Turkey Street, turn right uphill under the railway
line. In 50m cross the river on the road (notice the old County of Middlesex sign on
the right hand wall) and continue uphill, ignoring all turn offs. In 370m, at a T-junction
with the Great Cambridge Road dual-carriageway (the A10), you turn right down a
ramped path and turn left under the road through a subway. On the far side, turn left
up some steps and turn right along the continuation of Turkey Street. In 40m you pass
the entrance to St. Ignatius College on the left and in another 150m go through some
bollards just before a gentle rise across The New River.

Here you have a choice:

For an exploration of the Myddelton House Gardens and/or a visit to the Bowles
Tea Room at Myddelton House Gardens, continue ahead across the New River. In
250m you reach a junction with Bull’s Cross (road), with the drive into the grounds of
Myddelton House opposite. Walk up the drive and follow either the route map or a
more detailed map available from the visitor centre (where you find the tea room).
Return to the road, cross it and turn right along its pavement (i.e. turn left from the
previous walk direction). In 50m the road starts to descend (this is where the New River
used to cross before a tunnel was dug to cut out the Whitewebbbs Loop) and in 120m,
by Augustus Lodge on the right, you turn right across the road and continue along an
unmarked public footpath to the left of a wooden fence and a drive to that house.

For the Main Walk, turn left this side of the New River through a metal kissing gate
and follow a grassy path (the New River Path) to the left of the waterway. In 210m
continue along a narrow path to the left of the fenced weir that is the entrance to a
tunnel the water will travel through and in 80m you emerge on an unmarked public
footpath at a crosspaths and turn right to cross the New River. In 65m the fence on the
left discontinues and in 125m you reach Bull’s Cross (road) and turn right along its
right-hand pavement. In 25m turn left across the road and continue along an unmarked
public footpath to the left of a wooden fence and a drive to Augustus Lodge.

Both routes continue: In 10m fork right and continue with a pasture on the left and
the house on the right. In 50m continue along a raised boardwalk for 15m and continue
along the mud-prone fenced path for 220m (there are some avoidance paths to the
right of the worst stretches), while a tributary of the Turkey Brook meanders in the
field on the left. In 100m, the fenced Myddelton House Gardens are on the right, and
in 70m you cross the tributary stream on a two-railed footbridge. In another 30m, at
the far end of the gardens and the field, you bear left with the path to cross a two-railed
footbridge across a drainage ditch.

At a following signposted three-way path junction, turn right (*Whitewebbs Lane 34
mile”), ignoring the left turn (‘Turkey Brook’, also a 140m long link to the return
route). You immediately cross the tributary stream and continue gently uphill and in
40m turn left with the path. The wooded higher ground to the right runs along the route
of the (here in-filled) Old Course of the New River, and beyond that runs a fence
marking the southern boundary of the Tottenham Hotspur Training Centre. In 60m
you get fine views on the left along an avenue of lime trees (many replacements after
the hurricane damage of October 1987) to Forty Hall up on Forty Hill (foliage
permitting), and in 100m cross the stream, below on the left. In 15m a path turns right.

Here you have a choice of onwards routes, re-joining in 350m:
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For an unfenced path through a wood, turn right up an earth bank and in 10m you
cross the Old Course of the New River (often water-filled on the left), with — on the
right — the tributary stream running out of Tottenham’s ground and into a culvert. The
path bears left through Archers Wood and in 335m you meet another path at a T-
junction by some gate posts and the fenced Enfield Beaver Enclosure ahead (which at
this end is just a wood). Turn right along the path.

For the Main Walk, continue along the fenced path with a pasture on the left and the
new fenced extension to the upcoming beaver enclosure visible ahead, and in 280m turn
right with the path up some steps to cross the Old Course of the New River on a two-
railed footbridge (water-filled here). In 35m, you pass the corner of the fenced Enfield
Beaver Enclosure, which at this end is just a wood. The beaver-built wetlands lie just
80m to the left along the fence, but the route passes the far end of the wetlands
anyway... So, continue in the same direction to the right of the fenced enclosure through
Archers Wood and in 30m go through some wooden gate posts.

Both routes continue: In 90m you have the CCTV-protected Training Centre on the
right and continue between fences. In 210m turn left with the fenced path and in 20m
continue in the same direction along a car wide track out of the groundsmen’s yard on
the right. In 160m fork left with the fence on the left and in 30m turn left at an
unmarked public footpath three-way junction. You have the enclosure on the left and an
unnamed stream on the right. In 180m you reach the wetlands area of the enclosure
and turn right over the bridge spanning the stream. In 30m ignore a right turn to a
bridleway running broadly parallel to the footpath all the way to the Whitewebbs Café.

In 140m you cross a footbridge over the Old Course of the New River by the far end
of the beaver enclosure (the 2024/25 expansion extended this into the subsequent
pasture to the left) and turn right with the fenced path. You have a pasture on the left
and the Old Course of the New River on the right. In 250m you pass a mud-prone
stretch (there is an avoidance path to the right for most of it) and in 70m go through
some bike barriers and in 10m turn left with the path, away from the Old Course of the
New River (the bridleway is briefly visible just to the right).

In 140m, just before a car wide concrete bridge over the Turkey Brook (the return
route passes the far side of the bridge), turn right along a narrow path into the wooded
belt and in 100m turn left at a T-junction with the bridleway. You cross a wide concrete
bridge over the Turkey Brook and briefly merge with a public footpath (the return
route). The confluence of Cuffley Brook and Turkey Brook is away to the right but
out of sight. In 50m continue in the same direction along the bridleway, where the
footpath bears to the left, and in 15m cross the Turkey Brook again (without the waters
of the Cuffley Brook henceforth). Whitewebbs Park lies on the right beyond a belt of
trees and the river meanders on the left.

In 230m you pass a bridleway signpost (backwards) on the left and continue past a
metal barrier, leaving the bridleway which bears to the right. In 10m ignore a bridge
over the river on the left (the five-way path junction on the other side is passed on the
return route) and in 25m you cross the signposted bridleway and continue through a
fence gap onto grass and head to the Whitewebbs Café 90m away. Continue to the
left of the building (for an exhibition on the campaign against Tottenham'’s Training
Centre expansion, check out the open shed) and across the car park to its far-right
corner by a large map of Whitewebbs Park 80m away.

There, you turn right downhill along a tarmac path with a permissive bridleway to its

left. In 60m at the bottom of the drop you pass a bench on the right and numbered
marker post 1 on the left and continue in the same direction on the flat along tarmac.
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The area on the left is prone to be water-logged in places after heavy rain. In 150m
cross a two-railed concrete footbridge across the Cuffley Brook and continue through
another open area. In 110m start to ascend into Whitewebbs Wood. In 20m you
reach a low wooden sign on the left (‘*Local Heritage Trail - New River (Old Course)’)
with a green marker.

Here you have a choice:

For an Extension through Whitewebbs Wood, continue ahead across the Old
Course of the New River and pick up the directions at the end of this text under
Whitewebbs Extensions.

For the Main Walk, turn left along a narrow path shadowing the Old Course of the New
River, which in a few metres is on your right. In 120m the Cuffley Brook is on your left
and in 30m you pass a ruined shed behind a fence on the right. In 180m go through a
wooden kissing gate with a yellow arrow onto Flash Lane down from the right from the
top of the wood. This is a public bridleway and the extensions join from the right along
it. Turn left to a large info panel on the Flash Lane Aqueduct, with an area of wild
garlic away to the right.

*) Continue along the track to the right of the aqueduct and in 30m cross the Cuffley
Brook, which here is the outflow of a (private) lake visible away to the right. In 160m
ignore a left turning track by some old metal fence remnants (this is the permissive
bridleway from the Whitewebbs Café). You start to ascend with the track out of the
valley, with some horse paddocks on the left and the Wildwoods on the right, and in
100m pass Wildwoods Lodge on the right. In 40m pass a metal car barrier and in 60m
- by a metal gate on the left — you get the first views on the left over the shoulder
across Whitewebbs Wood to a far wooded ridge: Epping Forest. In 100m you pass the
first of a row of houses on the right, while still enjoying fine far views to the left.

The track continues as a surfaced lane and in 150m you cross the busy Clay
Hill/Theobald’s Park Road at a slight bend and bear right with a bridleway sign on a
lamp post along Strayfield Road, to the left of St. John the Baptist Church, Clay
Hill. [A bus stop for services to Enfield Town and Enfield Chase Stations is 120m
to the right along the main road. Note that this is a Hail & Ride section of the bus route:
the bus stop will stop at any safe place but you have to wave down the driver.] In 30m
turn left along a gravel path past a car barrier with an Enfield Greenways sign (‘Forty
Hall Park 1, Lee Valley Park 5’) into Hilly Fields Park. In 100m you emerge by a low
marker post for a shared cycle and footpath with a red '12’ marker into a meadow on
the right, steeply dropping into the wooded valley of the Turkey Brook.

Here you have a choice:

For an Extension in this northerly part of the park, turn right along the top of the
meadow and in 30m pass a bench on the right, with a cricket field visible beyond (North
Enfield CC). In 30m enter a wood and ignore all paths to the right into the field. In 90m
turn right at a T-junction and in 15m turn left with the path. In 20m another path joins
from the right from the field and in 5m [!] you turn left along an initially faint path, a
few metres before a London LOOP marker post. The path is always clear and without
turnoffs, as you gently descend through the wood into the valley (although there is a
fork but the forks re-join quickly enough) and in 210m (a broad gravel track is visible a
little below and further ahead) you turn left with it. In 25m turn right at a T-junction
with another path and in 40m you reach the engineered car wide gravel track. The
Turkey Brook is visible some 30m ahead.
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[Winter Only! Down to the right along the track, in 130m you have good views (foliage
permitting) of the stunning Rendlesham Railway Viaduct (Hertford North line) from a
tarmac lane connecting a couple of cemeteries. But...]

Turn left along the track. In 40m a faint path joins from the left and in a further 50m a
clear path, just before you cross a streamlet in a culvert, running into a wet woodland
on the right. A grassy meadow is now rising on the left and in 90m you reach the Main
Walk route at a T-junction. Turn right across the river on a two-railed footbridge.

For the Main Walk, continue in the same direction downhill along the path. In 150m
you cross a two-railed footbridge over the river. [The path to the right just before the
bridge leads over 300m to a tarmac lane with stunning views of the Rendlesham
Railway Viaduct (Hertford North line).]

Both routes continue: in 15m turn left with a LOOP marker on a low marker post
along a broad gravel path along the meandering river with a wood rising beyond it,
ignoring a tarmac path ahead (an unmarked public footpath and the - uninspiring -
London LOOP Link to Gordon Hill Station). In 75m you cross a tributary stream on a
two-railed footbridge and in another 350m reach a footbridge on the river on the left,
across which a path joins down from Clay Hill, by a couple of right turning paths.

Here you have three choices:

For a Finish at Gordon Hill Station, turn right uphill along the right of two paths (an
unmarked public footpath). In 140m the path levels out and you cross a first path
through the grassy areas to the sides. In 20m, turn right along a second crossing paths
(about 20m before a road at the top of the park) and bear left with a clear path towards
some high rises along that road at the top of the park. Cross Phipps Hatch Lane and
walk up a drive opposite and in 15m turn right along a paved path. Ignore Cook’s Hole
Road to the right and then Brigadier Hill to the left and continue along Cedar Road to
the right of the high rises. In 140m cross Blossom Lane and in 80m, with a fine church
visible ahead in Lavender Hill Cemetery, turn left along Rendlesham Road. In 230m
cross Lavender Gardens and follow a tarmac path to Lavender Hill (road) and the
Gordon Hill Station on the far side of it. You find Olivetta Pizzeria on the left
(usually open from 17.00) and the brilliant Luv Coffee (open daily to 14.00) inside.

For an Extension in this southerly part of the park, turn right along the left of the two
paths and pick any route to the top of it by a road and turn left back down through the
park along any path to its far lower end by the Turkey Brook.

For the Main Walk, continue in the same direction along the riverside path and in
140m you pass to the left of the Hilly Fields Park Bandstand (with its shutters
lowered when out of use). In 230m, in the far narrow corner of the park, turn left along
a gravel path out of the park, passing both a London LOOP Section 17 info panel and
map on the right and a Hilly Fields Park info panel on the left.

Extension and Main Walk continue: cross Clay Hill (road) using a traffic island, by
The Rose & Crown Country Pub & Kitchen opposite (entrance at the back through
the car park) and a bus stop for services to Enfield Town Station 120m to the right.

[Note: the following stretch runs very close to the Turkey Brook and is very flood
prone. If you find it impassable, turn right along the road from here along its left-hand
pavement, in 120m pass the bus stop and in 30m turn left along St. John’s Terrace. In
80m, at the end of the road, continue along a walled path and in 100m curve to the left
with the path along the Old Course of the New River. In 20m turn right by a low
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marker post at a T-junction with the Main Walk near the Turkey Brook. Continue below
at the double asterisk **).]

You continue in the same direction past some wooden bollards. In 80m turn right with
the path, ignoring a left turn to a footbridge, and in 100m another path joins from the
left behind. In 60m go up a bank (the Old Course of the New River) to a staggered five-
way path junction by a couple of low marker posts and joining paths on the right.

**) Ignore a bridge across the river on the left (leading to the Whitewebbs Café) and
the paths to the right and continue in the same direction along the river (signed ‘Mile &
A Quarter Footpath leading to Forty Hall Fishing Lakes & Whitewebbs Lane’). You have
a pasture on the right and in 100m turn left with the path. In 220m bear right with the
path, briefly sharing with a bridleway that was running parallel to the left for a while
(and also the outbound route much earlier). In 50m turn right with the footpath, this
side of a wide concrete bridge across the river. In 120m ignore another car wide
concrete bridge across the river by a three-way signpost (‘Whitewebbs Lane 2 mile’).
The outbound route lies on the far side of the bridge.

Continue in the same direction to the right of the river along the marked Forty Hall
Loop route. In 170m, by a marker post on the left, ignore a right turn ascending
through the trees and continue with a drainage ditch on the right and the river on the
left. In 150m, by another marker post, ignore a bridge on the right across that ditch (it
leads to the path ignored a little earlier), now also following the marker Forty Hall
Heritage Trail. In 60m a tributary stream joins the river on the left hand side (from
the Beaver Enclosure), 20m before a fishing lake on the right. In 350m you reach a tall
Heritage Trail post on the left by a right turning path leading between two fishing lakes.

Here you have a choice:

For an Extension through the Forty Hall Estate, turn right between the ponds and
in 80m by some metal fence remnants on the left, fork left up some intermittent steps,
ignoring the plank bridge across a ditch on the right. In 20m turn right with the path,
ignoring a faint left turn, and in 30m turn right at a clear T-junction. This area is where
Elsyng Palace used to stand. You leave the wood and in 90m turn left uphill along a
gravel path, which emerges out of the wood 20m on the right by a tall Heritage Trail
marker post. You have a nursery wood on the right, with the open grassland on the left
rising up to Forty Hall, while ignoring a left fork across the grassland.

In 130m pass a tall Heritage Trail post on the right and in 80m another one where a
path joins from the right out of the wood. In 50m pass a metal field gate and follow a
tarmac drive to the right and in 30m pass the Forty Hall Farm Shop (11.00-16.00 Fri-
Sun). Turn left with the drive along the walled grounds of the Hall and past the
courtyard entrance before you get to the hall itself with a lake on the left and the fenced
Cedar of Lebanon, one of the Great Trees of London, on the right sharing a patch
with a Black Mulberry. Turn right between hall and cedar and then right again and in
60m fork left along a gravel path to in 40m take the middle of three paths to in 20m
reach the metal gate into the mid-17t" century Walled Gardens.

For a complete exploration of the estate, from the three-way fork continue along the left
fork and follow a left curving gravel path along three sides of the landscaped lightly
wooded Pleasure Grounds. You eventually get to a multi-track junction by a large car
park on the right, with hall and lake away to the left. For the descent back to the Turkey
Brook and the onwards route, either take a path from the right-hand side of the lake
bearing right down the grassy slope, or go through the car park and follow a wide
gravel path parallel to the road on the right. In either case you reach a four-way gravel
path junction in the bottom-right park corner and turn right there.
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For the Main Walk, continue in the same direction between river and small lake. In
50m you pass the end of the lake and in 60m the end of the wood on the right and you
get fine views uphill along a tree-lined avenue to Forty Hall itself. In 40m pass another
footbridge on the left leading to the outbound route and along the subsequent
stretch ignore all grass paths from the right down the grassy slope. In 370m you cross a
gravel path coming down from Forty Hall and leading to another bridge across the river
(and onwards to the outbound route).

Both routes continue: in 20m cross Forty Hill (road) by an Enfield Greenways two-
way signpost (‘Lea Valley Park 2 2") using a set of lights to the right. Continue along a
lit tarmac cycle and footpath to the left of Forty Hill Primary School & Nursery and to the
right of a fenced overgrown shrubland. In 100m, the signed New River Path joins from
the right and you rise over the New River which here runs in a tunnel (this tunnel is
what led to the abandoning of the Whitewebbs Loop, i.e. now the Old Course of the New
River). 20m beyond the brow, the New River Path turns left (and links to the outbound
route) but you continue in the same direction along the tarmac path. In 250m you cross
the dual carriageway A10 via an overbridge. From the bridge you get fine last views of
the Epping Forest ridge (foliage permitting) and on the far side at street level turn left
back along the steps with London LOOP signs.

In 20m turn right with a public footpath along a tarmac path to the left of a fenced
cemetery. In 110m pass a fenced (presumed) gas pumping station on the left below and
in 310m continue in the same direction along a tarmac lane by an entrance to Enfield
Crematorium on the right. In 20m pass under the railway line and in 50m turn left
along Winnington Road by an Enfield Greenways signpost (‘Turkey Street Station’). In
80m cross Turkey Street and in 15m cross the Turkey Brook one last time and, in a
small park, turn left along a tarmac path to Turkey Street Station 50m away.

Liverpool Street bound trains depart from the near platform 1.
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Whitewebbs Extensions

You have an (at times water-filled) ditch or boundary marker earth bank on the right
and in 150m the path levels out temporarily. In 110m cross a couple of streamlets (may
be seasonal) and start another gentle ascent.

[On this stretch, follow any of many faint paths through the trees on the right for about
100m to the car park of the Toby Carvery in Whitewebbs House, and to your right
you find the 400-500 year old Pedunculate Oak tree, whose cutting down to stump
height made nationwide headlines in April 2025.]

In 180m the path continues along bonded gravel and in 50m there is a Fishing Pond
away to the right ahead. Ignore a faint path to the left into the trees and in 20m you
are level with the pond on the right (an engineered path leads around it). In 20m ignore
another faint path to the left and in 60m, just before a three-way signpost (broken and
on the ground in 05/25), a tarmac path joins from the right by a wider earthen path
turning left. Turn left along the clear forest path with the unmarked Chain Walk Long-
Distance Path and in 60m you reach a fork in the path.

Here you have a choice:

For the short version of the Extension, fork left (230°). In 320m the path starts to
descend and in 90m you bear right by a marker post with a white arrow on the left. In
60m you meet a broad forest track down from the top of the wood on the right. This is
Flash Lane and a public bridleway. The longer extension joins along the left of two
paths opposite. Turn left downhill.

For the long version of the Extension, fork right and in 90m fork right again
(although the left fork will re-join in 60m) and in 60m you pass a marker post with a
yellow marker where another path joins from the right behind. In 20m cross a broad
track (this is Flash Lane and a public bridleway) and in 20m pass another marker post
with a yellow marker. In 15m you have the signed Lily’s Tree on the left, a memorial
tree adorned with knitted accessories. Turn left here and in 120m turn right at a three-
way path junction by a marker post and in 30m pass to the left of the cast iron-fenced
Ranger’s Grave with its respectable stone urn (the ‘Ranger’ having been a much-loved
gamekeeper’s dog in the late 19t century).

Follow the path around to the left and in 60m gently downhill, with the ground sloping
down on two sides into the valleys of the Cuffley Brook ahead and of a tributary of it to
the right. In 100m you pass another marker post with a yellow arrow pointing to the
left, just before a clear four-way path junction by a large fallen tree, with the deep cut
valley of the tributary to the right (and the stream 30m away). Turn left, gently uphill
for about 50m, then continue on the level and eventually gently downhill and after
300m without any turnoffs you reach the broad Flash Lane. The shorter extension joins
along a path opposite. Turn right downhill.

Both routes continue: In 20m ignore a path from the right and in 70m another one
(through bike barriers) and in 15m you reach a large info panel on the left on the Flash
Lane Aqueduct, with an area of wild garlic away to the right. The Main Walk joins
through a wooden kissing gate a few metres to the left.

Pick up the directions above in the main text at the asterisk *).
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Link Route Gordon Hill Station to Williams Wood on SWC Short Walk 10

On Lavender Hill (road), in front of Gordon Hill Station, turn right along the road’s left-
hand pavement. You cross the railway line (notice the pillbox on the right). In 220m, at
a three-way junction with Holtwhite’s Hill from the left, bear right with Lavender Hill and
in 300m, at a major junction with The Ridgeway (the A1005), turn left along its left-
hand pavement. You pass Lavender Hill Garage (and service station) on the right, then
The Ridgeway pub and in 80m turn right along Fairview Road. In 90m continue in
the same direction where Farmlands turns right and in 20m continue along a signed
public footpath into a wood. In 25m bear left with the path away from a garden fence
and immediately ignore a broad path to the right to follow a narrower path ahead.

The path meanders down through the wood, crossing a couple of streams and
streamlets en route (not without a few mud-prone stretches) and in 200m you go
through a wooden kissing gate with footpath and Merryhills Way markers into a large
meadow, with views across the valley of the Salmons Brook to the wooded Trent
Country Park (named after the Trento region of Italy, not the English river). Turn left
along the upper meadow boundary. In 90m in the field corner, turn right downhill along
the boundary growth and in 120m at the bottom, turn left with a marker post into the
neighbouring meadow and follow its right-hand boundary. In 90m turn right through the
growth past a marker post and across a footbridge over the Salmons Brook and turn
left, in 10m going through a wooden kissing gate.

You follow the brook, ignoring any paths to the right towards a wood. In 180m, turn
right through some bushes and in 40m go past a wooden kissing gate and in 10m
continue ahead at a bend of a concrete track. In 30m go through a late-seen wooden
kissing gate to the right of a double-metal car gate and in 15m, at a T-junction of
concrete tracks, continue in the same direction through a wooden kissing gate into a
large pasture/horse paddock. Veer left a little to in 50m go through a row of trees and
follow a grass path that curves gently to the right, while staying to the left of some
higher ground. In 70m you have the fenced-off Merryhills Brook on the left below and
in 110m leave the field through a wooden kissing gate and over a plank bridge and
continue in the same direction through three more fields (small, medium and large),
with the brook always on your left, ignoring all bridges across it.

After 900m, with South Lodge Farm visible away up on the left by the audible A110,
you leave the third field through a gap in the growth into a wooded belt, cross a plank
bridge and, by a footpath signpost pointing backwards, turn right uphill along a path
just within the wooded belt, with a bridleway running parallel 20m away to the left. In
280m the footpath bears left to cross the bridleway and continues into Shaws Wood.
[!] Do not go into the wood but turn right along the bridleway further uphill along the
wood’s boundary (i.e. in the previous direction). In 230m you reach a T-junction of
forest tracks just within Williams Wood at Grid Reference TQ 297 972. Either turn left
to reverse-walk the start of Short Walk 10 or turn right to follow it to its end.

Link Route Camlet Moat on SWC Short Walk 10 to Clay Hill

At Grid Reference TQ 286 981, after having passed the fenced Camlet Moat site along
the unmarked London Outer Orbital Path (LOOP), and at the fringe of Moat Wood
where the broad path curves to the left, [!] you turn right with a LOOP marker post
along a narrow path. In 40m go through a wooden kissing gate and then a plank bridge
and turn left along a tarmac path to the side of Ferny Hill (road). On the left across an
arable field corner is a Grade II-listed Obelisk (an early 18™ century memorial to the
died-in-infancy George Grey, Earl of Harold, brought here from Wrest Park in
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Bedfordshire [SWC Walk 231 Flitwick Circular]). In 50m turn right across the road,
utilising a traffic island, and continue along a gravel path through a wooden barrier and
turn left with the path, signed ‘Hadley Wood 1.8 km, Botany Bay 2.7 km'.

In 60m curve to the right with the path, ignoring a wooden kissing gate and two-way
metal LOOP signpost on the left. In 25m you come to a landscaped seating area by
another two-way signpost and an info panel on the Enfield Chase Woodland
Restoration and Flood Management Scheme. This covers the area from here to the
route of SWC Short Walk 66 (Turkey Street Circular), and you can expect an engineered
gravel path leading through areas of new tree plantings (both linking up existing woods
and providing a wooded corridor along the Salmons Brook at the bottom of the valley,
fenced off from the surrounding arable fields), dotted with flood water retention ponds,
further landscaped seating areas or singular benches and info panels as well as more
signposts at turns and junctions. The new engineered path meanders a lot, as opposed
to the old right-of-way shown on the OS map, which ran in straight lines.

In 150m you enter Ash Wood and in 160m exit it. In 260m turn right at a three-way
signpost and in 150m, just as the path runs parallel to the Salmons Brook, it bears
away to the right away from it. In 280m you go through a field boundary treeline, by
Duncan’s Wood up on the right, with the brook again briefly just away to the left. In
360m turn left to cross the brook on a wide two-railed footbridge and turn right on the
far side at a three-way signpost, ignoring a left bearing public footpath. You now follow
the gravel path along the brook for 1.0 km, with The Ridgeway and Botany Bay
hamlet up on the left and with just one more path joining from the left at a two-way
signpost. At a landscaped seating area with an info panel, bear up to the left with the
path by a two-way signpost. In 400m you reach another landscaped seating area with
info panels (one on the History of the Enfield Chase) and a two-way signpost by the
top-right corner of the re-planted area close to The Ridgeway.

Follow the gravel path into Brook Wood and leave it in 140m. Ignore an old stile on the
left and continue parallel to the road, shielded by a hedge. In 200m turn left with the
gravel path and cross the road, using a traffic island, and turn right along the opposite
pavement. In 10m turn left through a metal gate by a metal LOOP sign on a lamp post
(‘Hadley Wood 2 Y4, Forty Hall Park 2, Lee Valley Park 6) and follow a similar gravel
path past a two-way signpost through a newly forested area and in 50m pass through a
field boundary tree line. You now follow the meandering path through a self-seeding
area of shrubland with the Chase Farm Hospital visible on the rise away to the right,
and in 270m go through a metal gate onto a tarmac lane and turn left along it. In
250m, by Rectory Farm and Rectory Farm Cottages, turn right with the now
concrete lane, ignoring a left turn to a Shooting Club. In 100m you cross the Turkey
Brook on the lane and ascend out of its valley.

In 210m pass the entrance gate to The Red House (on the OS map) and in 60m ignore
a path to Crews Hill Station (1.5 km) on the left through a wooden kissing gate. In
40m (again on tarmac) go under a railway bridge and in 130m turn right with the
tarmac path, ignoring a signposted footpath to the left. In 150m, by Lavinia Lodge on
the right, you continue along a tarmac lane and in another 150m a lane joins on the
right out of Strayfield Road Cemetery. In 10m, the LOOP turns right into the
subsequent wood, but you continue ahead and in 200m, at Grid Reference 318 988, you
reach St. John the Baptist, Clay Hill Church on the left, where a gravel path turns
right past a car barrier with an Enfield Greenways sign (‘Forty Hall Park 1, Lee Valley
Park 5’) into Hilly Fields Park. Either continue in the same direction to reverse-walk
the start of Short Walk 66 or turn right to follow it to its end.
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Link Route Clay Hill to Camlet Moat on SWC Short Walk 10

At Grid Reference 318 988, by St. John the Baptist, Clay Hill Church on the right,
where a gravel path turns left past a car barrier with an Enfield Greenways sign
(‘Forty Hall Park 1, Lee Valley Park 5’) into Hilly Fields Park, you continue in the same
direction along Strayfield Road. In 200m the London Outer Orbital Path (LOOP) turns
left into the wood, but you continue ahead, in 10m passing a lane out of Strayfield
Road Cemetery. In 150m, by Lavinia Lodge on the left, you continue in the same
direction along a tarmac path and in 150m turn left with the tarmac (‘Hadley Green 3’),
ignoring a signposted footpath ahead. In 130m go under a railway bridge and continue
downhill into the valley of the Turkey Brook and in 40m ignore a path to Crews Hill
Station (1.5 km) on the right through a wooden kissing gate. In 60m pass the entrance
to The Red House (on the OS map) and continue on concrete to in 210m cross the
river on the lane. In 100m, by Rectory Farm and Rectory Farm Cottages, turn left
with the now tarmac lane, ignoring a right turn to a Shooting Club.

The Chase Farm Hospital is visible on the rise away to the left ahead and in 250m you
turn right through a metal gate past a two-way signpost (‘Trent Park 3.6 km, Hadley
Wood 4.0 km’) to follow a meandering engineered gravel path through a self-seeding
area of shrubland. In 270m pass through a field boundary tree line and follow the path
to the left, in 50m passing a two-way signpost and continue to a busy road (The
Ridgeway) and through a metal gate and turn right along the road pavement with a
metal LOOP sign on a lamp post (*Hadley Wood 2 Va4, Forty Hall Park 2, Lee Valley Park
6’). In 10m turn left across the road, using a traffic island, and pick up a gravel path
through the boundary hedge. Turn right with the path, shielded from the road by a
hedge and in 200m ignore an old stile on the right and enter Brook Wood.

In 140m you emerge into the top corner of a large re-planted area by a landscaped
seating area with info panels on the History of the Enfield Chase and the Enfield
Chase Woodland Restoration and Flood Management Scheme and a two-way
signpost. This scheme covers the area all the way to the route of SWC Short Walk 10
(Trent Country Park), and you can expect an engineered gravel path leading through
areas of new tree plantings (both linking up existing woods and providing a wooded
corridor along the Salmons Brook at the bottom of the valley, fenced off from the
surrounding arable fields), dotted with flood water retention ponds, further landscaped
seating areas or singular benches and info panels as well as more signposts at turns and
junctions. The new engineered path meanders a lot, as opposed to the old right-of-way
shown on the OS map, which ran in straight lines.

Follow the path downhill into the valley of the Salmons Brook to the bottom-left corner
of the re-planted area. In 400m, at another landscaped seating area with an info panel,
turn right with a two-way signpost along the level path along the valley floor. You now
follow the gravel path along the brook for 1.0 km, with The Ridgeway and Botany
Bay hamlet up on the right and with just one path joining from the right by a two-way
signpost, before you reach a signed three-way junction by a bridge across the river on
the left. Turn left to cross the brook on a wide two-railed footbridge, ignoring a footpath
up to the right, and turn right on the far side with the path. In 360m you go through a
field boundary treeline, by Duncan’s Wood up on the left (and with the river briefly
just away to the right) and in 280m the path runs briefly parallel to the brook.

In another 150m you turn left at a three-way signpost (‘Trent Park 700m, Cockfosters
Station 3.4 km’), gently rising towards Ash Wood through another newly planted area.
In 260m you enter the wood and in 160m exit it. Visible ahead at the top of the rise is a
Grade II-listed Obelisk (an early 18™" century memorial to the died-in-infancy George
Grey, Earl of Harold, brought to Trent Park from Wrest Park in Bedfordshire [SWC Walk
231 Flitwick Circular]. In 150m you pass another landscaped seating area by another
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two-way signpost and an info panel, signifying the far end of the scheme. Continue
along the gravel path and in 25m turn left with it, ignoring a wooden kissing gate and
two-way metal LOOP signpost on the right. In 60m turn right with the path by a
signpost (*Cockfosters Station 2.8 km’) through a wooden barrier and cross Ferny Hill
(road), utilising a traffic island, and turn left along a tarmac path along the road. In 50m
turn right across a plank bridge and through a wooden kissing gate into Moat Wood
and follow a path for 40m (ignore a right fork) to a LOOP marker post at a junction with
a broader forest track at a bend at Grid Reference TQ 286 981. Either turn left to
reverse-walk the start of Short Walk 10 or turn right to follow it to its end.

Link Route Williams Wood on SWC Short Walk 10 to Gordon Hill Station

At Grid Reference TQ 297 972, at a three way-junction of forest tracks just within
Williams Wood and with a large grassy field visible ahead beyond the trees, turn right
downhill along a bridleway along the left-hand boundary of Shaw Wood into the valley
of the Merryhills Brook, with the field on your left. In 230m, where the bridleway
veers to the right, you turn left along a crossing footpath that then veers to the right to
continue in your previous direction, along the left-hand fringe of a wooded belt. In 280m
turn left with a footpath signpost and a Merryhills Way marker post across a plank
bridge out of the trees and follow the right-hand boundary of three successive fields
(large, medium and small), with the brook on your right, ignoring all bridges across it.

In 900m go over a plank bridge and through a wooden kissing gate and continue
through a large pasture/horse paddock, with some higher ground on the left. In 110m
veer to the left, away from the brook, and follow a grass path and in 70m go through a
row of trees. In 50m go through a wooden kissing gate and continue ahead at a three-
way junction of concrete tracks. In 15m go through a wooden kissing gate to the left of
a double-metal car gate and in 30m continue ahead along grass where the concrete
track turns left. In 10m pass a wooden kissing gate and in 40m follow the grass path
through some bushes and turn left along a clear path through a grassy area, with a
wood rising gently on the left and the Salmons Brook meandering on the right.

In 180m go through a wooden kissing gate and in 10m turn right with a marker post
across a footbridge over the brook and turn left in a sloping meadow on the far side. In
90m go through a hedge gap past a marker post into the neighbouring meadow and
turn right uphill along its right-hand boundary. In 120m, in the upper field corner, you
turn left along the boundary growth, with fine views on the left to Trent Country Park
(named after the Trento region of Italy, not the English river). In 90m turn right
through a wooden kissing gate into a wood with footpath and Merryhills Way markers.
Follow a meandering path up through the wood, crossing a couple of streams and
streamlets en route (not without a few mud-prone stretches) and in 200m ignore a
broad path from the left to follow the path ahead and immediately to the right along a
garden fence. In 25m pass a footpath signpost (pointing backwards) and in 20m
continue along Fairview Road, where Farmlands road joins from the left.

In 100m, at a T-junction with The Ridgeway (the A1005), you cross the road and turn
left along its opposite pavement. In 80m pass The Ridgeway pub on the left and then
Lavender Hill Garage (and service station) and at a subsequent major junction with
Lavender Hill, turn right along it. In 300m, at a three-way junction with Holtwhite’s Hill
to the right, bear left with Lavender Hill. In 220m cross the railway line (notice the
pillbox on the left) and then pass a bus stop on the right hand side of the road to then
reach Gordon Hill Station on your right. You find Olivetta Pizzeria to the side of the
station building (usually open from 17.00) and the brilliant Luv Coffee (open daily to
14.00) inside. Either turn left to reverse-walk the Gordon Hill ending of this walk or take
a London bound train from the near platform 2.
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