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Melton to Woodbridge (via Sutton Hoo) 
 
Start:  Melton Station                                                                                   Finish:  Woodbridge Station 
 
Melton Station, map reference TM 287 503, is 119 km northeast of Charing Cross, 12 km northeast of Ipswich 

and 2m above sea level. Woodbridge Station, map reference TM 274 487, is 2 km southwest of Melton Station 

and also 2m above sea level. Both are in Suffolk. 
 
Length: 20.1 km (12.5 mi).  
Cumulative ascent/descent: 130m. For a shorter or longer walk, see below Walk Options. 
 
Toughness: 2 out of 10 

 
Time:  4 ½ hours walking time.  
 
Transport: Melton and Woodbridge are stations on the East Suffolk Line from Ipswich to Lowestoft with an 
hourly service and a typical journey time of 95 minutes from London Liverpool Street to Melton (change at 
Ipswich). Woodbridge is 4 minutes closer to Ipswich. Network Railcard users: split tickets at Manningtree. 

 
Saturday Walkers’ Club: Take a train no later than 10.00 hours. 

 
OS Landranger Map: 156 (Saxmundham, Aldeburgh & Southwold) & 169 (Ipswich & The Naze) 
OS Explorer Map: 212 (Woodbridge & Saxmundham) 
 
Walk Notes: 

This walk criss-crosses the heart of the Deben Valley, where it cuts through the Suffolk Sandlings, an area of 
lowland heathland, and widens into a scenic estuary. Several charming churches are passed and quiet villages 
and a fine heathland golf course walked through while the busy roads in the area are all avoided. Reedbeds and 
rows of poplar feature prominently early on and again midway through the route when it leads along the Deben 
or through the river marshes. The UK’s Best Gastropub (according to some) awaits at the halfway point. The 
final stretch follows the wide muddy estuary, a haven for birds and saltmarsh plants, with views across the 
Deben to the wooded valley edge, to end in the compact town of Woodbridge with its many tea options. 

 
Mid-morning the route leads – along rights-of-way – through the world famous Sutton Hoo Great Ship Burial 
site on the eastern edge of the Deben Valley, where two 6th and 7th century Anglo-Saxon burial grounds with 

dozens of mounds for East Anglian royalty overlook the river (a wood now blocks most views though). You walk 
right past the surviving burial mounds (which are in the ticketed area) and along the sunken path up from the 
river that the 27-metre long King’s Boat had been hauled up along for Rædwald, King of the East Angles’s burial 

in about AD 625. A little later you pass the café, shop and exhibition hall (all in the ticketed area).  
Shortcuts are shown to enable an extended visit to the site while still completing a meaningful walk. 
 
Ground conditions are favourable all-year round, with the route leading mainly through sandy heathland, atop 
river walls or along designated Quiet Lanes.  
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Walk Options: 

Short Loop through Bromeswell Green Nature Reserve (Suffolk Wildlife Trust, nightingales, butterflies 

etc.). Adds just a few hundred metres to the walk (with a map of it on display roadside).  
Out-and-back to the River Deben estuary opposite Woodbridge, from Sutton Hoo Farm; adds 1.0 km. 
Sutton Hoo Visit (National Trust, ticketed); there are lots of exhibits to study in the High Hall and in Tranmer 
House as well as the burial mounds site and three marked walk routes to explore.  
Shortcut from Sutton Hoo back to Melton along the England Coast Path (map-led but easy, cuts 10.5 km).  
Shortcut from Bromeswell to Ufford Bridge (map-led, cuts 2.4 km). 
Finish at Melton Station (17.0 km/10.6 mi).  

Bus Line 70 (Ipswich – Orford) links the Sutton Hoo Approach Road (where it meets the B1083) to Melton, 
Woodbridge and Ipswich. Hourly Mon-Sat, but last bus in either direction early afternoon! 
Bus Line 800 (Ipswich - Rendlesham) links Bromeswell and Eyke to Melton, Woodbridge and Ipswich. It 
travels along the A1152 though, a little off route. (Near) hourly service Mon-Sat. 
Bus Line 64 (Ipswich - Aldeburgh) links Ufford to Melton, Woodbridge and Ipswich. It travels through Ufford 
along the B1438 though, almost a kilometre west of the walk route. (Near) hourly service Mon-Sat. 

A Loop through Woodbridge, away from the river, leads past interesting buildings, shops and tea options. 

 
 
 
Lunch (details last updated 09/10/2025) 
King’s River Café at the Sutton Hoo Visitor Centre Sutton Hoo, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP12 3DJ (01394 389 
700, https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/suffolk/sutton-hoo). Located after 7.4 km/4.6 mi of walking. Open 

every day during summer, but weekends only in winter. Although close to the right-of-way, the café is 
within the ticketed area. Walk-ins without a ticket are not welcome!  
The Unruly Pig Pub & Kitchen Orford Road, Bromeswell, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP12 2PU (01394 460 310, 
https://theunrulypig.co.uk/). The Unruly Pig is located 9.0 km/5.6 mi into the walk. Lunch served 12.00-14.15 
Mon-Sat and 12.00-15.45 Sun. Dinner served 17.30-20.15 Sun-Wed, 17.30-20.45 Thu-Fri & 17.00-21.00 Sat. 
The Pig has been repeatedly ranked Best Gastropub in the UK. 
The Elephant & Castle The Street, Eyke, Woodbridge IP12 2QG. The Elephant is located 180m off route, 12.0 

km/7.5 mi into the walk. Closed since 2017, it was bought in early 2025 to bring it back as a pub. 
Ufford White Lion Lower St, Lower Ufford, Woodbridge IP13 6DW (01394 460 770, 
https://uffordwhitelion.co.uk/). The White Lion is located 14.1 km/8.8 mi into the walk. Open all day every day. 
Food served 11.00-15.00 and 18.00-21.00 Mon-Thu, all day Fri-Sat and 12.00-18.00 Sun. 
 
 
 

Tea (details last updated 09/10/2025) 
The Wilford Bridge Wilford Bridge Road, Melton, Suffolk, IP12 2PA (01394 386 141, 
https://www.debeninns.co.uk/wilfordbridge/). The Wilford Bridge is located near the Wilford Bridge over the 
Deben River, a few hundred metres from Melton Station along a busy A road. It is passed on the shortcut from 
Sutton Hoo back to Melton Station. Open all day every day. Food served all day every day. 
Honey + Harvey Coffee House Unit 1 Riduna Park, Station Road, Melton, Suffolk, IP12 1QT (01394 447 088, 

https://www.honeyandharvey.co.uk/melton/). H+H is located 3.0 km from the end of the walk. Open 08.00-

16.00 daily. 
Deben Café Bar HMS Vale, Melton Boatyard, Melton, Suffolk, IP12 2PA (01394 386 141, 
https://www.debencafe.co.uk/). Deben Café is located 2.1 km from the end of the walk. Open 09.00-18.00 
every day in summer and for shorter hours most other days.  
The Boathouse Kitchen & Bar, Hopsters, Coffee Link and The Woodyard are passed just before 
Woodbridge Station. 

The Anchor 19 Quay Street, Woodbridge Suffolk IP12 1BX (01394 382 649, 
https://www.theanchorwoodbridge.co.uk/). The Anchor is located opposite the railway station in Woodbridge.  
Open all day every day. Food served 12.00-14.30 and 18.00-20.30 Mon-Thu, 12.00-14.30 and 18.00-21.00 Fri, 
12.00-15.00 and 17.00-21.00 Sat and 12.00-15.00 and 17.00-20.00 Sun. 
Marlowe’s 2 Quayside, Woodbridge Suffolk IP12 1BH (01394 813 889, https://marloweswoodbridge.com/). 
Marlowe’s  restaurant is located just beside the railway station in Woodbridge. Open all day every day. Food 
served 12.00-14.00 and 17.00-22.00 Mon-Sat and 12.00-19.00 Sun. 

The Whistle Stop Café Station Road, Woodbridge Station, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP12 4AU (01394 384 831, 

https://stationguesthouse.co.uk/). The café is located in the station building. Open 09.00-16.00 Fri-Tue. 
Several more cafés, delis, restaurants and pubs (The King’s Head, The Cherry Tree, The Red Lion) 
can be found in the compact town centre, a few minutes’ walk from the station. 
 
  

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/suffolk/sutton-hoo
https://theunrulypig.co.uk/
https://uffordwhitelion.co.uk/
https://www.debeninns.co.uk/wilfordbridge/
https://www.honeyandharvey.co.uk/melton/
https://www.debencafe.co.uk/
https://www.theanchorwoodbridge.co.uk/
https://marloweswoodbridge.com/
https://stationguesthouse.co.uk/
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Notes 

 

Melton 
Melton sits in the heart of the Deben valley, on the western edge of the Sandlings (an area of lowland 
heathland that used to cover almost all of Suffolk’s coastline), where the Deben widens into a wide muddy 
estuary, a haven for birds and saltmarsh plants. It also lies on the old Yarmouth to London turnpike.  
Melton was the effective capital of the Liberty of St. Etheldreda and housed a gaol and various other buildings. 
It was mentioned in the Domesday Book as ‘Meltune’ and the land in the area once belonged to Ely Cathedral.  
Musician Brian Eno was born in the village.  

 
River Deben 
The 54 km (34 mi) long River Deben rises to the west of Debenham, although a second, higher source runs 
south from the parish of Bedingfield. It passes Melton and Woodbridge where it turns into a 12 km-long tidal 
estuary and enters the North Sea at Felixstowe Ferry, where a ferry crosses the Deben to Bawdsey. 
Tide mills at Woodbridge have operated since at least 1170. The present mill, built in 1793, is producing stone 

ground wholemeal flour in the traditional way. https://www.riverdeben.org/  

 
Sutton Hoo 
Sutton Hoo is a site on the eastern edge of the Deben Valley, 11 km inland opposite Woodbridge across the 
river. The area, occupied since the Neolithic period, is mainly known as a 6th and 7th century grave field, 
including a King’s Ship Burial. It has barrows (burial mounds) in two sites on a couple of hill spurs: one having 
about 20 visible burial mounds with all mounds now eroded away by nature (one – which contained a lesser 

ship burial – has been reconstructed to its likely original height). The other, earlier one, is situated 500m 
upstream, its mounds flattened by farming activity before discovery and now covered by the visitor centre.  
Described as “…one of the greatest archaeological discoveries of all time” or “The Most Impressive Medieval 
Grave in Europe”, the mounds remained largely undisturbed until a series of excavations in the 1930s. In 1926, 
Edith Pretty, a wealthy middle class woman, bought the 485 hectare Sutton Hoo estate: following the death of 
her husband in 1934, she became interested by the prospect of excavating the ancient burial mounds about 
450 metres from Sutton Hoo (now Tranmer) House on a hill spur visible from across the river, which was a 

busy trading and transport network in Saxon times (the Saxon hoo refers to a hill "shaped like a heel spur").  
After discussions with local archaeologists, in 1938 Edith invited the self-taught local archaeologist Basil Brown 
to excavate the mounds. After promising initial digs, Brown returned in 1939, when he unearthed the remains 
of a 7th century Saxon ship: the impression of the rotted-away ship’s timbers in the trench of sand 7.6 metres 
deep and the remaining rivets showed the ship to have been a mast-less clinker-built rowboat.  
Whilst the ship itself was a major find, further investigations suggested that it was on top of a burial chamber. 
This news launched it into a new sphere of archaeological finds. Charles Phillips, an archaeologist from 

Cambridge University, quickly assumed responsibility for the site. The size and importance of the finds at 
Sutton Hoo quickly led to tensions between various interested parties, notably between Basil Brown and Charles 
Phillips: Brown was ordered to stop working, but he did not. Many credit his decision to ignore orders as key to 
preventing robbers and thieves from looting the site. Phillips and the British Museum team also clashed with the 
Ipswich Museum, who wanted Brown’s work properly credited, and who announced finds earlier than planned. 
As a result, the Ipswich team were somewhat excluded from subsequent discoveries and security guards had to 

be employed to monitor the site 24 hours a day to protect it from potential treasure hunters. 

Burial mounds were reserved for the wealthiest and most important in society and they were buried individually 
along with their most valuable possessions and various ceremonial items. The ship would have been 27 metres 
long and up to 4.4 metres wide: there would have been room for up to 40 oarsmen. It is thought (from 
artefacts found), that this was the burial place of a king and it is likely to be that of Rædwald, King of the East 
Angles, who reigned AD 599-624/625; he had converted to Christianity but later returned to paganism. No 
human remains were found due to the acidic nature of the soil making them (and timber) rot away over time. 

Sutton Hoo lay within the kingdom of the East Angles and is linked to the important power centre of its kings 
recently discovered at Rendlesham, a few kilometres upstream of Sutton Hoo along the Deben River. These 
kings belonged to the dynastic family of the Wuffingas, descending from Swedish kings. 
The treasure found at Sutton Hoo is still one of the greatest and most important archaeological finds in modern 
history. The Sutton Hoo helmet is one of the few of its kind and was created by highly skilled craftsmen. An 
assortment of ceremonial jewellery was also found nearby: they would have been the work of a master 
goldsmith, and one who had access to pattern sources only found at the East Anglian armoury.  

The finds transformed scholarship on the subject and opened up a whole new way of seeing and understanding 

this time period. Before the Sutton Hoo treasure, many perceived the 6th and 7th centuries as the ‘Dark Ages’, a 
time of stagnation and backwardness. The ornate metalwork and sophisticated craftsmanship not only 
highlighted cultural prowess but complex networks of trade across Europe and beyond. 
The King’s Helmet (the original, rebuilt from the over 100 found fragments, and a modern replica) and most of 
the other treasures can be found at the British Museum, with replicas also on show at Sutton Hoo. The site 

itself is in the care of the National Trust. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sutton_Hoo  
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/suffolk/sutton-hoo/history-of-sutton-hoo  
  

https://www.riverdeben.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sutton_Hoo
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/suffolk/sutton-hoo/history-of-sutton-hoo
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WALK DIRECTIONS 

 
Alight from the train at Melton Station on the single platform featuring several maps and 
info panels about the area and some walk routes through it. This includes the ‘Sutton Hoo 

Circular Walk’ created by the East Suffolk Lines Community Partnership, which this 
SWC walk largely mirrors during the morning. You leave the platform to the left of the 

station building into a small car park and turn right past the entrance of Ruben’s Deli 
(open 08.00-16.30 Mon-Thu, 08.00-17.00 Fri-Sat and 09.00-15.30 Sun) to continue along 
the road pavement along the A1152. In 70m cross the level crossing of the railway. 

 
[!] In 15m turn right through a wooden kissing gate with an East Suffolk Line Walks 

(ESLW) marker and follow an engineered path through a wooded strip. In 35m ignore a left 
turn over a bridge to a car park and in 70m ignore the engineered path turning right and a 

grass path to the left and walk up some railed steps onto the river wall around the shallow 
intertidal mudflats lining the River Deben at the point where it forms an estuary. 
Boatyards and marinas are visible downstream towards Woodbridge. Turn left along a 

gravel path with an England Coast Path (ECP) marker post, to the left of the steel 
enforcements of the wall and with a drainage ditch to the left below. The route is here 

concurrent with the Sandlings Walk (a 92 km Long Distance Path through the Suffolk 
Sandlings, an area of lowland heath). The wood on the opposite riverside is Brown’s 
Planting, beyond which – and a little to the right – lies Sutton Hoo.  

 
In 200m, now close to the permanent riverbed, turn left with the seawall along the river. In 

160m ignore steps down to the left by a marker post and in 130m pass a metal barrier 
and, with The Wilford Bridge pub visible 80m to the left, turn right along the pavement 
of the A1152, with an ECP signpost to cross the river on the Wilford Bridge. In 20m 

beyond the far end of the bridge ignore a signpost for the ECP turning right down a private 
road (this is the shortcut return from Sutton Hoo) and in 40m, this side of a village 

sign for ‘Bromeswell’ and a busy roundabout, you turn left across the road and follow a 
footpath signpost through a gap to the right of a (missing) field gate. You cross a tarmac 
slipway and go down some steps onto a boardwalk and follow it along the fringes of the 

reedbeds lining the River Deben (if the boardwalk is under water further along: follow 
the A road to the roundabout and turn left there, then turn next left along Common Lane.)  

 
In 280m you continue along an earthen path and in 30m reach Common Lane by a 
footpath signpost with Sandlings Walk and ESLW markers and turn left along this single 

lane with passing places, initially between trees. In 50m you pass ‘Brambles’, a small 
development with holiday homes, and in 80m the trees discontinue on the left and you can 

enjoy fine views across reedbeds and the Deben valley to some lines of poplars and other 
mature trees. In 120m a track on the left by a small car park leads to the riverside and you 
continue between trees, as you pass an info panel on the Bromeswell Green Nature 

Reserve, which covers areas to both sides of the road. A loop through it is shown on the 
map, it leads back to the road a little further along. In 35m you cross a stream out of the 

nature reserve and in 30m the loop through the reserve joins by a marker post.  
 
In 230m the road turns to the right and in 60m by a double metal field gate on the right, 

you get views of a large earthworks in The Crooked House’s extended back garden, a 
spiral grassy earth mound, reminiscent of Charles Jencks’ ‘Cells of Life’ at Jupiter 

Artland. In 50m you pass a ‘Bromeswell’ sign and very gently ascend into the village on top 
of the eastern ridge flanking the Deben valley. In 250m, at a triangular green on a road T-

junction, you turn right along School Lane (‘Eyke 1 ¾’, ‘Snape 8 ¾’, Orford 9 ½’). In 60m 
turn left with a signpost on the left in a hedge (‘Leading to Public Paths’) towards a church 
spire visible beyond a high brick wall on the right and in 60m you find St. Edmund’s, 

Bromeswell on your right, which is well worth visiting (especially for its single 
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hammerbeam roof with its cornices depicting angels holding shields with coats of arms, but 

also several Anglo-Saxon and Norman details). In 90m turn right along a wide grass path 
between hedges and bushes, with a restricted byway signpost (currently broken in the 
bushes). The area on the right is in fact the far end of the churchyard.  

 
You continue between trees, with the open part of Bromeswell Common (Access Land) 

visible to the left through them. In 170m a grass path joins from the left behind and in 
30m you continue between fences. In 40m a marked footpath joins from the right along a 
grass path and in 75m you ignore a left turn. In 50m veer left along a gravel drive from a 

house away to the right and in 15m cross a marked public footpath. In 50m cross the 
A1152 carefully and continue in the same direction with the byway along a grass path 

downhill. In 100m, by Prospect House on the left, turn left along the B1084 at a T-
junction, with a rough grassy strip on its right-hand side. In 100m fork right along the 

gravel Sandy Lane with a byway signpost on the right and in 25m, at a four-way junction 
of gravel tracks, turn right with a bridleway signpost by the road along a car wide drive 
signed for ‘Bowfield Old Farm’. You now continue in the same direction for 640m.  

 
In more detail: In 100m continue in the same direction where the drive to the farm turns 

left and in 40m continue in the same direction with a footpath signpost, where the 
bridleway turns left. In another 40m you continue in the same direction with a marker post 
along a grass path where the gravel drive turns left. You have some paddocks on the left 

and in 130m the gravel drive re-joins and you walk along it. In 130m go through a usually-
open double metal field gate and ignore a left-turning gravel drive. In 30m continue in the 

same direction along grass with a signpost (with the sign currently missing) between wire 
fences, ignoring a private drive veering right towards some corrugated iron sheds (‘The 
Five Winds’ as per the OS map). In 150m you have a golf course on the right and in 20m 

reach a wooden gate into the golf course by a bridleway signpost. 
 

Turn right through the gate into Woodbridge Golf Club (this right turn occurs earlier than 
the OS map suggests) and follow a clear path to the right of a green and then to the right 
of a row of trees lining the fairway, signed ‘Next Tee’. In 90m you pass the next tee and in 

60m the trees discontinue on the left as you walk along a sandy track to the right of the 
next fairway, with the Lion’s Den (building) visible ahead. In 230m you pass to the right 

of the green and continue in the same direction at a fence corner on the right and in 20m 
you reach a two-way bridleway signpost 10m before a fairway played from left-to-right. 
The bridleway now continues across the fairway and in the middle of it the route turns left 

back on yourselves along a restricted byway, so for practical purposes… 
 

Turn left along the nearside rough fairway boundary, a deemed permissive path, as in 30m 
you veer left along a grass track to pass a footpath signpost in another 40m. The Lion’s 
Den is to your left beyond some trees and you follow a grass track between fairways. In 

60m ignore a right turning track to cross another fairway by a tee higher up on the left. In 
50m pass a marker post and cross another fairway with its tee away to the right. In 45m, 

by another marker post, you bear right along a clear grass track to the left of an electricity 
line and with trees on the left. In 210m you pass a tee and then a marker post and soon 
enough continue with the club’s practice area on the right. In 210m walk through a small 

car park (for the practice area) and follow the drive from it for 320m to the B1083 where a 
minor road joins it from the left.  

 
Cross the B road and continue along a signposted sandy footpath to the left of a wood. In 

200m you get a fine vista of parts of the Sutton Hoo site ahead: a metal viewing tower 
overlooking the area of the burial mounds, with several minor ones and a large one 
(reconstructed to its estimated original height) identifiable from here. In 600m veer left 

and cross a track to pass a ‘The National Trust – Sutton Hoo’ sign with a public footpath 
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marker. You now follow the public right-of-way through the site, with the areas to the left 

and right only accessible to ticket holders (the ticket office will be passed in about 15 
minutes time). Walk along a broad gravel track between fences and in 30m at a three-way 
NT-signpost ignore gates to the left and right into the ticketed area. Tranmer House is 

visible on the right across a shallow valley dropping towards the Deben River (out of sight 
from here, although some houses in Woodbridge can be spotted).  

 
In 80m you pass the highest of the burial mounds seen earlier from afar and in 70m ignore 
an NT-signposted left turn (‘Royal burial ground’, ‘Valley walk (winter)’); this would get you 

in 100m to the viewing tower and the King’s Mound in which the famous ship was 
discovered and which has steel rods in the shape of bow and stern poking out of it to 

indicate the size of it (no right-of-way!). You continue downhill between fences (‘Valley 
walk’) with a wood on the left and in 130m ignore a crossing NT-path. In 40m the NT-

winter valley walk re-joins and in 70m you ignore a private drive to the left. You pass along 
the hedge around Little Sutton Hoo and in 110m turn right along its tarmac drive. In 20m 
you reach a three-way footpath signpost on the right. 

 
Here you have a choice: 

 
For an Out-and-back to the River Deben, opposite Woodbridge, with grand views up 
and down the estuary, turn left to the left of Dairy Farm for 500m and return to this point.  

 
For the Main Walk, continue in the same direction along the tarmac drive, with Dairy 

Farm on the left. In 150m you pass the drive out of the farm and in 50m, another track 
joins from the left through a double wooden field gate. In 90m, just after another track has 
joined from the left through a wooden field gate, you turn right with a footpath marker post 

on the right, also signed ‘Café, shop & reception’ on a three-way NT signpost, ignoring the 
tarmac drive further ahead (this though is the shortcut straight back to Melton Station 

after visiting Sutton Hoo). You follow a car wide gravel track gently uphill a pronounced if 
shallow valley, with Tranmer House visible on a rise ahead on the right. Soon the NT café 
with its wooden veranda comes into view up on the left and after 180m on the track you 

pass an NT three-way signpost. In 160m you reach the top of the rise by a four-way NT-
signpost just ahead and turn right with the track to a low footpath marker post 25m away.  

 
Here you have a choice: 
 

For a visit of the site and/or the King’s River Café just to the left, turn hard left back 
on yourself along a gravel path past the four-way signpost and the full-scale ship sculpture 

to the ticket office on the right. Afterwards, either pick up the walk route or walk down 
the valley to the tarmac drive and turn right for the shortest route back to Melton Station. 
 

For the Main Walk, turn left with the footpath and ESLW markers along a tarmac track. 
In 50m you cross a track from the visitor centre on the left NT-signed for the ‘Burial 

ground’ and the ‘Viewing tower’ to the right and in 20m enter a wooded strip. In 25m you 
emerge from the trees by a low marker post into the open, with a large arable field on the 
right and a farm on the left (‘Sovereign Turf – Sutton Hoo Farm’). Cross a farm track and 

continue in the same direction to the right of some large sheds, on tarmac and with a 
hedge on the right. In 350m the tarmac drive curves to the left and in 20m at the end of 

the curve, [!] you veer right to in 10m pass a low, part-overgrown marker post and 
continue through a wooded belt with some paddocks away to the right beyond a fence.  

 
In 230m cross the B1083 a little to the right and continue along a signposted bridleway, 
on a car wide gravel drive past Herlinwood cottage on the right. In 80m continue in the 

same direction to the right of the final cottage’s garden fence and in 60m go through a 
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fence gap into Woodbridge Golf Club and in 20m pass to the left of a tee. In 40m cross a 

gravel car wide track and in 20m a fairway played from the left by a footpath signpost 
(with the sign missing at time of writing). On the far side of the fairway go through some 
bushy growth and follow a clear grass path with the clubhouse soon visible up on the left 

on Wilford Rise. In another 50m continue in the same direction along a gravel track 
joining from the right and in 70m ignore a gravel path to the right to the 10th tee and pass 

a bridleway signpost, then in 15m a bridleway marker post. In 20m cross a fairway played 
from the right straight ahead on a grass track, [!] ignoring any paths to the left.  
 

You continue to the right of a belt of trees along a car wide gravel track (30°) and pass 
some large sheds on the left. Continue along grass with a marker post and in another 80m 

pass some more marker posts where a track joins from the left behind from the sheds and 
continue gently uphill. In 60m by a low marker post you pass a wooden shelter away to the 

right (fine views from here to the right across the heathland) and bear left across another 
fairway played from the right (the gravel track turns right here). You pass a bunker 20m to 
the left and aim for a marker post on the far side. Follow the marker post to the right of a 

tee then along a sandy track and in 30m follow the sandy track to the right to pass a 
thorny bush on its right and in 15m [!] turn left along an unmarked grass path between 

bushes towards the audible A road. In 30m leave the golf course and continue through 
trees for 40m to the A1152, by the Unruly Pig Pub & Kitchen opposite.  
 

Cross the road and continue down a signposted footpath to the right of the pub restaurant. 
The path turns right to run parallel to the road above, separated by a line of trees. On the 

left initially there is some shrubland then a few fisheries ponds. In 130m you cross a 
stream on a plank bridge and in 160m bear left with the path away from the road. In 65m 
you emerge by Bromeswell Village Hall on the left and at a subsequent junction with a 

road, turn left along it. In 75m a signposted footpath joins from the right and in 200m 
another one. In another 170m you turn right with a signpost in a hedge (‘Leading to Public 

Paths’) along a high brick wall to in 60m pass St. Edmund’s Church again.  
 
In 90m ignore the right turn taken in the morning and in 10m turn left along a signposted 

restricted byway along a grass path between houses. In 120m the fenced path continues 
through open ground and in 70m you continue along a gravel track joining from the right 

to a tarmac lane 60m away where you turn right along the dedicated ‘Quiet Lane’, gently 
uphill between hedges. You have large arable fields on either side beyond the hedges and 
in 520m you pass some static caravans on the right, 130m before the entrance to Foskett 

Willows Ltd’s Salix Sawmill. Following this, you pass a solar farm on the left and a sports 
field on the right and in 130m turn right at a T-junction with Bridge Road (‘Eyke ¾’). 

 
The road leads gently downhill and in 180m, where it runs up to the right again, you turn 
left down another ‘Quiet Lane’ to the right of Sink Farm. In 160m pass the farmhouse on 

the left and in 100m follow the lane to the right. In 40m pass Sink Farm Cottage and in 
60m you have fine views across the marshy Deben valley on the left and the yellow-

painted Reves Hall visible half left ahead. In 230m pass the drive to the hall and in 90m, 
as you pass a row of cottages and curve to the right with the lane, ignore a grassy track 
turning left. In 100m, just as the lane ascends, you turn left down a side lane, and in 110m 

reach a T-junction with a road, on the right leading into Eyke village and the Elephant & 
Castle pub, 180m away (currently closed).  

 
Turn left along the lane and in 75m turn left along a signposted footpath along a car wide 

gravel lane, marked on a post for the ‘Nether Fen’. In 20m continue along a grass path and 
in 55m go through a metal gate to the right of a metal field gate into some rough 
grassland. You veer to the left to find good walkable ground and continue down an about 

80m-wide fenced area. In 70m go through a line of trees and the fenced area widens out, 
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as you broadly follow the barbed wire fence and a tree line on the right (290°). In 130m at 

the end of the treeline, you go up some steps and through a metal gate to cross a two-
railed footbridge over a stream and enter The Nether Fen (Access Land). Continue on the 
bearing towards a metal bridge but in 285m, at an often wet and/or brackish ditch crossing 

you probably have to turn left for 30m to a footbridge across that ditch.  
 

In another 80m you go through the metal gate out of the Access Land. At a subsequent 
dual-purpose bridge across another stream (leading over Sink Farm Sluice), you use the 
right-hand raised two-railed footbridge rather than the wider livestock bridge. Follow the 

grass path to the left of the River Deben and in 110m go through a metal gate into a 
riverside pasture and bear right towards a low bridge carrying the railway line over the 

Deben, while the Deben meanders away to the right. In 180m go under the bridge and now 
follow a straight stretch of the river to in 300m turn right with a marker post across a two-

railed car wide concrete bridge over the river. In 70m go through a metal gate somewhat 
to the right of a metal field gate and turn left along a road.  
 

In 160m, after passing Mill House Cottage on the left, you turn left through a metal 
kissing gate to the right of a metal field gate past a footpath signpost (‘St. Mary’s Church 

¼ mi’) and bear right through a narrow pasture and in 70m turn right through a metal gate 
with a marker post into the neighbouring pasture and turn left, initially between hedges. At 
a three-way fork of mowed grass paths take the middle one, to the right of an electricity 

pole and towards a church tower. In 80m pass a marker post and at the end of the field, 
ignore a wooden field gate on the right to bear left across a plank bridge over a ditch and 

through a metal gate into a large pasture and follow its right-hand boundary.  
 
The pretty Mill House complex is visible on the left over the shoulder. In 130m in the far-

right field corner turn right through a metal gate to the left of a (missing) field gate and 
walk along the Byng Brook towards a house. In 50m at a three-way footpath signpost, 

bear left through a wooden gate and across a two-railed footbridge over the brook. In 50m 
turn left through a wooden kissing gate into churchyard of St. Mary of the Assumption, 
Ufford. The church is well worth a visit (even if only for the Mary figurine on the outside of 

the church tower), but the route continues to the left of the church. In 60m leave the 
churchyard through a wooden kissing gate and follow a fenced path for 115m to a road, 

with The White Lion opposite, also housing the Uffa Microbrewery.  
 
The Ufford Bridge over the Deben is a couple of hundred metres away down to the left, 

but you turn right uphill along Lower Road into Ufford. In 140m turn left at a signposted 
three-way junction of roads along another designated ‘Quiet Lane’, signed ‘Woodbridge’. In 

650m, where the lane turns hard left, you continue in the same direction through 30m of 
growth to a metal kissing gate and into Ufford Park Golf Course. The right-of-way now 
crosses the golf course as follows: veer right between yew trees then stay to the right of a 

sand bunker and a pond and to the left of a line of trees (210°) and lastly a tee. In 200m 
at the far side of the golf course, go through a metal kissing gate back onto the road.  

 
Melton Old Church (usually locked but some views inside are possible through the low 
windows) lies 160m to the left down the lane, but you turn right. In 150m by Decoy 

House, turn left along a tarmac drive (an unmarked public footpath) and in 40m by Decoy 
Cottage continue in the same direction along a gravel car wide track with a footpath 

signpost. In 30m you get open views on the left in to the Deben valley and across a 
vineyard this side of the river to the church spire in Bromeswell (120°). After a while, 

Melton Old Church also comes into view on the left behind. In 260m, by a metal field 
gate leading into a (private) lightly wooded field, you bear right along a grass path.  
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In 350m – in a wood – turn left to a marker post 10m away at a junction with a bridleway, 

and turn right along it. In 220m you pass the first houses in Melton on your left and in 
140m turn left along an unmarked public footpath along the garden fence on the left, 
ignoring the bridleway ahead. In 300m you reach Station Road at a T-junction, by St. 

Andrew the Apostle Church on the right and turn left along the road’s right-hand 
pavement, immediately passing a bus stop for services to Woodbridge and Ipswich. 

In 230m, just before meeting the A1152, turn left along a slip road past East Suffolk 
House and in 75m (the Honey + Harvey Coffee House lies 30m ahead) turn right 
through a gap in a wooden barrier onto the pavement of the A road and turn left along it.  

 
In 50m pass Melton Station, cross the road and retrace the start of the walk to the Deben 

estuary river wall. In more detail: in 70m cross the level crossing of the railway. [!] In 
15m turn right through a wooden kissing gate with an ESLW marker and follow an 

engineered path through a wooded strip. In 35m ignore a left turn over a bridge to a car 
park and in 70m ignore the engineered path turning right and a grass path to the left and 
walk up some railed steps onto the river wall around the shallow intertidal mudflats lining 

the Deben at the point where it forms an estuary. Boatyards and marinas are visible 
downstream towards Woodbridge. Turn right along a gravel path, to the right of the steel 

enforcements of the wall and with a drainage ditch to the right below. 
 
In 40m pass an ECP marker post and then turn left with the path, soon with Melton 

Boatyard on the right. The path turns right again and – 40m after crossing Larkman’s 
Sluice which regulates that drainage ditch – you turn right with a marker post by a shed 

blocking progress. In 40m turn left along a gravel path through parts of the boatyard. A 
public footpath joins from the other side of a level crossing. In 150m you pass the Deben 
Café Bar on the left and in 165m a lone bench on the right. In 60m cross the Melton 

Spring Farm Sluice North and in 100m the Melton Spring Farm Sluice South by a 
marker post on the right where the path turns left then right. 

 
In 90m from the right turn, by the first of several permanently moored boats on the left, 
you can briefly spot Tranmer House on the Sutton Hoo Estate across the river 

estuary (130°, foliage permitting), as well as the estate farms well to the right of it by the 
riverside. Top Hat Wood blocks views of the burial mounds and the viewing tower though. 

In 230m curve to the right with the path and in 140m – in a boatyard – ignore a (private) 
track leading to a level crossing away on the right. In 160m pass a bench on the left and a 
marker post on the right, just before the path bears away from the river wall, and in 90m 

there is another level crossing on the right (‘Sun Wharf Crossing’) and in 30m another one 
as you reach Lime Kiln Quay by a marker post.  

 
Here you have a choice:  
 

For a loop through Woodbridge, turn right here. A suggested route is shown on the 
route map. 

 
For the Main Walk, further along the estuary, bear left to stay to the right of a narrow 
inlet and turn right with the lane between Deben Hard on the left and Waters Edge on the 

right. In 60m continue in the same direction with a low footpath signpost on the left along 
a gravel drive between garden fence and hedge and in 100m rise with the path with 

another boatyard on the left. In 30m – beyond the seawall and a fence – you pass an inlet 
on the left and in 50m the first arm of a horseshoe-shaped private marina (Tidemill Yacht 

Harbour). In 190m turn left to the imposing Tidemill Museum (11.00-17.00 daily) 70m 
away, for some fine views down the estuary.  
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Return back along the quay and in 40m turn left with a signpost along the water. In a yard 

on the right behind a flood wall, you pass The Boathouse Kitchen & Bar, Hopsters, 
Coffee Link and The Woodyard (pizza, cocktails and gelato). There is also The 
Longshed, where a reconstruction of the Sutton Hoo King’s Boat is being made, as 

well as the Discover Woodbridge museum. In another 40m turn right with the waterfront 
past some more boats moored in this, the town’s harbour, and in 70m [!] ignore the left 

turn along the water and leave the River Deben into town along a tarmac lane. In 20m 
cross the railway line at a level crossing (Note: the path to the left this side of the barriers 
leads to the London bound platform) and in 50m turn left along Quayside (road). In 40m, 

by The Anchor on the right, turn left towards Woodbridge Station with The Whistle 
Stop Café in the Old Station House, en route passing the fancy Marlowe’s restaurant.  

 
Ipswich bound trains depart from the far platform 2, reached via an overbridge. 


